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	If your faith is in people, then you can easily get discouraged and disillusioned.  If Paul was hoping for a group of brethren to always do the right thing, and then found that he could not always depend on the church to do the right thing, his faith would have been on shifting sand, something you cannot depend on.  But, because Paul had moments when being among false brethren was heart-wrenching and testing him emotionally to the core of his being, he had to always remember that his faith was in JESUS, not the brethren.  Sometimes brethren can test our faith and brethren can disappoint us.  Those are the moments when we have to ask ourselves “WHO is our dependable source of strength?”
	Paul could not allow himself to cut off JESUS and His church just because some of the brethren were disappointing and even indifferent toward him, or even hostile toward him.  He had to remember that the problem was within them, but would not be within himself.  He would not allow the fact of false brethren to make shipwreck of his faith in JESUS.  Jesus is the rock on which our faith stands, and He supplies the energy of our faith, hope, and love.  We do not cut off that supply just because some of the brethren have cut themselves off from Jesus and striving to be like Jesus.
	In fact, Paul explained that all the negative things he experienced were but brief tests to his will to keep hanging on to His true source of strength.  Read 2 Corinthians 4.  Brief set-backs?  Yes!  Moments of disappointment?  Yes!  Moments of feeling lonely?  Yes!  Moments of being disillusioned?  Yes!  But, never losing connection with the ONE that loves us and the ONE who replenishes our spiritual energy.  Keep your focus on the right ONE.  He will be with you if you are with Him.  He will supply all your need.  You will need to keep that supply line connected.
	Remember, your faith is not in man!  That is faith built on sand, and your faith will fall.  It will be too easy for it to be crushed.  Your faith is in Jesus and your mission is to try to help His people.  They need to see in you that there is something stable that anchors you in any kind of storm.  They need to see that regardless of the fickleness of man and even of so-called brethren, we have an anchor that keeps the soul, and it is “anchored firm and deep in the Savior’s love”.  Therefore, we do not lose heart!  (2 Corinthians 4:16f) 
 
