The West Mobile Motivator
West Mobile Church Of Christ – Mobile, Alabama

“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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	That is an interesting expression!  You probably have heard of it, but most folks have no clue what it means or represents.  This expression: The Immaculate Conception is a major doctrinal tenet belonging to the Catholic Church and yet, many of those who practice and/or endorse Catholicism don’t really understand its meaning.  The Immaculate Conception is celebrated as an official religious feast or “holy” day each 8th day of December.  
	This doctrine had its beginning in 431 AD by the council of Ephesus, but it wasn’t firmly accepted until 1854 AD by Papal decree.  The overview of this dogma is that the “virgin” Mary was preserved free from Original Sin from the first instant of her coming to life, that is, the moment of “her” conception.  Their reasoning for this is in view of the future redemption of mankind by her son, Jesus.  Most think this has something to do with Jesus’ birth, but it’s really about the conception of Mary, as an attempt to shield her from their doctrine of “Original Sin” so she exhibits a godlike “holiness” for bearing the Christ-child.
	I respect Mary as a very blessed woman, but the New Testament doesn’t deify her, nor does it endorse this man-made dogma known as “Original Sin” or “Total Hereditary Depravity” which insists that all people bear Adam’s sin at birth.  Ezekiel makes it clear that these dogmas can’t be true as he told Israel in Ezekiel 18:20, “The soul who sins shall die.  The son shall NOT bear the guilt of the father.”  Ezekiel didn’t bear the sin (guilt) of Adam; neither did Mary and neither do any of us!  Mary didn’t need an “Immaculate Conception”!  She was born “sin free” which rips out the root of this man-made religious feast day. 
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