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I’m In You, You’re In Me…
Kenneth D. Sils

	“But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.  Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.  And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.”      Romans 8:9-11

	There was a famous rock n’ roll ballet in the late seventies by Peter Frampton with the chorus starting off this way.  It was a love song, speaking of the close union of a man and woman.  Often, the Scriptures portray the relationship of God’s people as “the bride of Christ” – that we have been made “one flesh” with Deity.  Of course, we recognize this as the spiritual, intimate relationship of those who are married to Christ and have become sons or daughter to our heavenly Father.  Inspired writers of God’s word did not shy away from this illustration about our union.  They expressed it without shame.  We are God’s family!  We are IN Christ… and Christ Jesus lives in us!  And, we’ve learned that we are also in the Father and the Spirit as both the Father and Spirit dwell in us!  We are one.
	Now, this presents a host of questions that I readily admit are hard to answer!  And sometimes, I am willing to throw my hands up and say, “That’s so difficult, I’ll just wait till I get to heaven and let God explain that in such a way that I can understand.”  But I try to discern this “union” the best I can as to “how” these things can possibly be.  Inquiry minds want to know!
	We know exactly “how” we are “IN” Christ Jesus.  Paul told the Christians in Galatian 3:27 that they were “baptized into Christ,” thereby putting on Christ Jesus.  In Romans 6, Paul clarified that further, saying we were baptized into Jesus’ death and then, raised with Him to walk in a newness of life.  This indwelling or union is a “spiritual” placement into Christ or even better discerned as being placed into the body of Christ (the church) by the power of Holy Spirit from 1 Corinthians 12:13.
	As the word teaches that we’ve been placed into Christ as a member of His body, we’re informed by that same word that God is spiritually placed into us.  Yes, the Godhead (Divine Nature, Deity, Divinity) is placed into us.  HOW?  When we take His covenant into our hearts, we draw close to God.  When His message permeates our minds, we develop the mind of Christ (1 Corinthians 2:16).  When our spirit accepts the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:2), we then are led by the Spirit as sons of God (Romans 8:14).  This is likeness of a wife being led by her husband and we, as Christians, understand… Jesus Christ is our leader, our head and we are united to Him!  
	Don’t look for some mystical, magical insight that modern religious men seek to guide, lead or instruct them in righteous.  Our Bridegroom has given us, “all things for life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3)” through the covenant of Jesus, found only in the New Testament.  Let’s trust and embrace what God’s writers are beautifully and poetically communicating: we are in God and God is in us!
