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If You’re Looking For A Role Model – Don’t Look At Me!
Kenneth D. Sils

	Do you know who uttered these words?  They came from one of the most famous baseball players of all time; a man who has been idolized by young and old alike; a man who set the standard for switch-hitters; one who achieved “immortality” in the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown.
	These words came from the “Mick” or Mickey Mantle in his last press conference, about a week before his death in summer of 1995.  He battled liver disease which became so serious, he required a liver transplant.  Americans were praying for him across the country, yet an aggressive cancer after the transplant struck him and he passed soon afterward.  Mickey Mantle, a great American hero of the baseball diamond, has hit his last home run.
	When I was a boy, I remember the “Mick” and was star-struck, but I haven’t looked at him the same way after that startling press conference.  It wasn’t a fond farewell like an all-American hero would give, but a humble heart-wrenching plea of apology for a life not well lived.  Mickey knew he was about to travel the unknown waters of death and baseball was the last thing on his mind.  As he reflected on his life, he saw nothing but a failure.  He was responsible for destroying his health because he lived only for “the here and now”: from one liquor bottle to the next, from one lustful party to a second and then, a third.  Mickey was right; living like that will make us failures when death looks square in our failing eyes!
	It was reported that Mickey became a believer in Jesus before his death.  I hope that he obeyed the gospel of Christ (Mark 16:16), for you see, Jesus is the only real true role model for men, especially when we are confronting “the valley of death”.  John expressed this truth by recording what Jesus said in John 8:12, “I AM the light of the world.  He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”  The earlier in life we learn this, the better, the happier and the more fulfilling our lives will be on earth.  Not only this, but at the end of the way, we will be able to say as Paul did, “I have fought the good fight.  I have finished the race.  I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that day, but not to me only, but also to all those who love His appearing, 2 Timothy 4:7-8.”
	There is one thing that every person shares on earth, from the “Mick”, to John Kennedy, to you and me too!  All people have an appointment with death, Hebrews 9:27.  If God would send us at “two-minute” warning, showing us that death will occur this week, would you elicit the sentiments that Mickey Mantle gave or would it be more in line with Paul’s?  Now is the time to prepare for your eternity.  And, it’s never too early to start shaping your life in the image of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Actually, the sooner, the better!  If you’re not prepared, the gospel of Christ has the answers you so desperately need.  We’ll help you find those answers in the Bible!
