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If Anyone Desires To Come After Me…
Kenneth D. Sils

	A popular song in our songbook says, “Come to Jesus, He will save you, though your sins as crimson glow.  If you give your heart to Jesus, He will make it white as snow.”  We often plead with our community to “come to Jesus” for He has the power as the Son of God to cleanse us from all of our sins and set us on a course towards Heaven as journey towards the Promised Land.  
	Yet, with this promise, Jesus also said in Matthew 16:24-25, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.  For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”   This statement offers the same hope as spoken in that song (salvation), but it sends off alarm bells as many believers in this era either willingly ignore His warning or just cast it aside.  What Jesus is exacting from us as believers in Him is this: there is a huge “cost” we must consider and then, willingly pay that price in order to be His disciple.  
	I’ve heard this a lot from modern religious pulpits across the land as they declare the call of God is nothing more than, “Believe in Jesus as your personal Savior and you can be assured that salvation is yours, for after all, we are justified by faith, Romans 5:1.”  Yes, it’s true; we must have faith!  Yes, we must believe Jesus is the Christ!  BUT… what about this “cost” that Jesus is demanding that we pay?  What about this “cross” I must bear?  What about “losing my life” in order to save it?  What about this “self-denial”?  Obviously, Jesus expects more from me that merely “believing in Him” or “knowing that He is the Christ” for discipleship and salvation!
	In John 10:27, Jesus said, “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me.”  To be a disciple of Jesus requires the willingness to give up our way of living and live according to the voice of the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls.  Jesus’ word is to be heard and followed, causing one to change their life in conformity to His will.  One takes up His cross by obeying His teaching found in the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the New Covenant or the doctrine of Christ.  Peter told Christians in 1 Peter 1:22, “Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit…”.  Our soul is purified from sin when we believe and obey the truth of Christ.  Jesus said in John 8:31 if we abide in His word, His truth, we’ll then be His, having been set free from the sin which is condemning our souls!
	Yes, discipleship is far more than having some faith and wearing His name.  There is a price to pay!  Peter told the Jews who murdered the Son of God in Acts 2:38, “Repent and let everyone of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  The cost Jesus exacts is your voluntary submission and obedience to His commands. 
 	If you want to begin accurately learning about Jesus, the West Mobile church of Christ would be happy to study the Bible with you.  Jesus came to set us free, but the cost is to be counted and the cross must be carried.  Are you willing to take up the cross and follow Him?  Are you willing to lose your life in order to find eternal life?  Let’s study the New Testament Scriptures together!
