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I Thank Christ Jesus
Ken Sils

	Our first sermon this morning is from the great text in 1 Timothy 1:12.  With this article, I’ll try not to step on the points I’ve made, but I wanted us to think more about this expression.  It expresses appreciation.  Paul was a man who used to be thought of as Saul, the persecutor of the church of Christ.  No doubt, he was making a name for himself among Jewish religious circles and he brought havoc to those he (and the Jews) considered blasphemers.  Little did he know that the one he persecuted was indeed, the Christ of Israel.
	I thank Jesus, the Christ.  The Christ has taken this man, who could make the case that he was the “chief of all sinner” in the world, and transformed him to the great man, the apostle Paul.  Jesus put Saul in the ministry so that he and those he taught the gospel too could obtain everlasting life!  He went from being a murderous blasphemer to one of the greatest men this world has ever known; a vessel of God to help save the souls of men with Christ’s gospel!
	Do we thank Christ?  Do we share in the appreciation that Paul expresses in this text of Scripture?  Speaking from personal experience, my road was a mini-image of Saul as I consider the depth of sin my Savior cleansed me from when I obeyed the gospel in 1982.  Now, I’m trying to imitate Paul’s example, preaching the glorious gospel to this dark world.
	Do you thank Christ?  Do you appreciate what the Lord has done for you, my brother or sister?  What has your conversion to Christ yielded?  Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:17, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away, behold, all things have become new.”  Jesus changes lives!  His message changes hearts, minds and souls!
	Think for a few moments: what was made new in your life?  Do you think you would have married the same women/man you that married if you rejected Christ’s gospel?  Do you think you’d have chosen the state, profession or work you chose without His message guiding your life?  Do you think your children would be Christians?  Do you think your hobbies or daily activities would mirror what you’re now doing because you’re a Christian?  What do you think you’d be doing on Sunday morning?  Do you even think you would still be alive?  That’s a question I think about because my sinful lifestyle was headed way down a dark, dark road!
	Appreciation… thank you Jesus!  Thank you Jesus… for cleansing me of my sins and offering to hear my confession of sins in this present day!  Thank you Jesus… for Sandra and for a relationship with so many of Your faithful brethren across the fruited plain, including some I’ve met on the isle of Jamaica.  Thank you Jesus… for the words of life that I’m confident I would have never read, studied or applied to change my character for the better.  Thank you Jesus… for allowing me to teach a few souls your glorious message of eternal life!
	May God grant all of us more time on earth to get better, stronger and more faithful with each passing day.  May God continue to forgive us as we reach out to Him in prayer and confession (1 John 1:9).  May the Holy Spirit lead us to opportunities to teach others the plan of eternal salvation through the Christ!  We have so much to be thankful for and our lives should be lived in appreciation of the One who died to make it so!  
	Thank you, Christ Jesus!  Today is a great day to contemplate, meditate and re-evaluate just how fortunate we are to be the people of God, ascending upward towards heaven!
