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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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I Love The Lord
Kenneth D. Sils

“What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits towards me?” Psalm 116:12

	The 116th Psalm is amazing.  It begins with the statement, I Love The Lord.  Yes, we do… we love the Lord!  We love Him FOR all the reasons given in the 1st 8 verses: He hears our prayers, been so gracious to us, guards the innocent and saved us!  Wow, it doesn’t take long to appreciate what John said in 1 John 4:19, “We love Him because He first loved us.” 
	As we get to the back end of the 116th Psalm, the writer poses the question: What shall I render to the Lord?  The Psalmist does a good job helping Israel to focus on their duties and obligations towards the Lord on a daily basis.  There are a lot of New Testament commands Christians are obligated to render to God and one is through our worship towards Him within our assembly today.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Why should I serve Him, worship Him, obey Him and tell others about Him?  Look at verse 15, “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.”  That may be the best known verse in the 116th Psalm.  I’ve heard that often proclaimed in sermons and funerals.  Yes, all of our effort made for holiness in Christ Jesus has a huge, huge payoff eternally!  Jesus stood at the death of a saint named Stephen as he gave his life for the cause!  Precious are those who “cross the goal line” on Lord’s side!  Precious are those who make it to the bank of the Promised Land!  Precious -- can you think of a better word, one with more meaning, emotion and enthusiasm?  Nope!  We serve the Lord now so we may die in the state of “preciousness” before God.  Yes, let us all love the Lord!
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