
There Was Only One Who Came Forward And…
I HAD TO KILL HER!
 

	It was that time… the sermon had been preached and the invitation song was being sung.  For 45 minutes, I had been preaching what our older brethren call one of those “hell-fire and brimstone” sermons as I pointed out a variety of Scriptures which made is sorely clear that many people will suffer a terrible and eternal fate.  I could tell from the reaction from some in the crowd that they were being moved by the power of the gospel being clearly and forcefully presented.
	And yet at the invitation song, only one was coming forward AND… I HAD TO KILL HER!  I knew that it wouldn’t make any difference concerning the destiny of the one I had to kill.  She never felt it and her eternity didn’t matter – well, I just didn’t care!  I saw her coming forward as I stood there singing the invitation song, but I wasn’t sure who she was and what her intentions were.  It was only when we began to participate in the Lord’s Supper (we observed the Lord’s Supper after the preaching in Crawfordsville – kds) did she make her way up to my seat in the pew and when she finally got there I knew what I had to do… I HAD TO KILL HER!  She was up to no good – she would only cause others trouble – she had to be eliminated!  And, so I did what I had to do:  I got up out of my seat and made one simple step and the deed was done… that spider (which looked like a black widow)… was no more!
	Do you know what is SAD (NO – not the death of a black widow spider)?  Within that assembly were people -- people who should have sprung out of their seats and made that humbling walk forward like our resident spider made.  Among us last Sunday morning were some who are still in their sins and will fall under Hell’s condemnation as in 2 Thessalonians 1:8-9, “… those who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and the glory of His power.”  Not only those who had never obeyed the gospel were present, but what about our own members who may be currently loaded down with a variety of “secret” sins like those listed in Revelation 21:8, “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters and all liars shall have their part in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”  
	Jesus, the judge of all humanity, wasn’t mincing words as He said, “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life and there are few who find it.”  (Matthew 7:13-14)  Each Sunday, we gently, yet sincerely try to persuade anyone who is in danger of Hell-fire to: walk through that “straight and narrow gate.”  Humble yourself before God before it is too late!  Please, come to the front and become a Christian or come to the front in repentance and confess your sins if you’ve not been living as a Christian.  But… last Sunday, no one came forward.  Maybe, just maybe, I should’ve given that spider a shot after all!                   	        Ken Sils – 6/12/11 while preaching in Crawfordsville, IN.

