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I Don’t Want You To Be Unaware
Kenneth D. Sils

		“Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the Sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the Sea, all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual drink.  For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.”  	         1 Corinthians 10:1-4

	The story of Israel’s development as a nation is one of the most fascinating stories of history.  A nation of slaves arose to become of the greatest small nations of the ancient world.  From the brick pits of Egypt to the glory of Solomon’s temple, the Queen of Sheba said this in 2 Chronicles 9:8. “Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in you, setting you on His throne to be king for the Lord your God!  Because you God loved Israel, to establish them forever, therefore He made you king over them, to do justice and righteousness.”  
	And then, phase II!  Israel exceled at that old maxim, “Snatching defeat from the jaws of victory.”  His son abruptly caused the kingdom to divide and soon, the majority of Israelites were back to worshiping idols as Jeroboam set up the two golden calves at Dan and Bethel.  Whether it be an “infantile” Israel or a “well-established” Israel, as Christians, we’d be fool-hearty to be “unaware” of the plight of our fathers.  They had every advantage available for spiritual success, yet they continually rebelled when it just didn’t make any sense to do such!
	Consider the principle Paul places before us from 1 Corinthians 10:6, “Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted.”  The congregation at Corinth was guilty as charged.  Paul told them in the 3rd chapter that he couldn’t speak to them as spiritual people because their attitude, words and deeds were carnal or like “mere men” of the world, estranged from Christ. 
	We’ve been baptized into Christ and currently enjoy many liberties and freedoms that many Christians across the globe do not share in.  Many of us are “comfortably” successful and prosperous with nice “church” buildings to freely attend, allowing most of us to ably function among as a congregation, providing edification and spiritual growth through combined study and fellowship.  No, we haven’t seen the miracles Israel did in the days of of Moses, nor the amazing wealth, glory and prosperity of Solomon’s day, but we have it pretty good today!
	With this mind, examine yourself (2 Corinthians 13:5).  Brothers and sisters, are any of you, “snatching defeat from the jaws of victory?”  Are you attending worship like God has ordered on the 1st day of the week?  Are you dipping from the fount of sinful passions, pleasures and cares, unknown to the membership?  Are you practicing idolatry as Israel so often had fallen prey too?  You say, “Well, of course not Ken!”  Now, please don’t say that until you’ve read Colossians 3:5.  Covetousness is idolatry and the psyche of America is filled to the brim with that!  How about the things you’re watching on TV or the internet?  What about the posts you see, like or re-post?  What about the clothes you wear in public?  What if someone asked your children about these things?  What may they tell us? 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Why do I ask such questions?  It is all based in love.  I don’t want you to unaware, as Paul didn’t for the Corinthians in the 1st century, that sin still kills the soul and yes, including “baptized believers”, like us!  We are on a journey to God’s Promised Land as we dwell in this sin-sick world.  Brethren, don’t be unaware – guard your souls!
