
I Don’t Care What It Says
Steven F. Deaton – Westview bulletin

	In the course of discussion the other day, I asked a man to read a certain chapter from the Bible and get back with me about our topic.  He said he would read it, but it would not matter what it says, because he would continue in his practice anyway.  He said God would have to come down and speak to him form a burning bush before he would change his mind.
	Many people have this attitude, that is dead wrong.  The attitude of, “I don’t care what it says,” reveals a lack of respect for God’s word.  The Bible is inspired; therefore, it is authoritative (2 Timothy 3:16-17; 2 Thessalonians 2:15).  God revealed it to men through the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:10-13).  No spiritual truth was left out (John 16:13; Jude 3).  Hence, men can read all they need to know about pleasing God and going to heaven (2 Peter 1:3).  Further, God’s word was confirmed by miracles (Hebrews 2:3-4).  There is no need for further revelation, nor a miracle to confirm it. 
	The bottom line is, men are simply not satisfied with what God has authorized.  They want something more or different.  They want what “feels” good to them, nor what honors God.  Though they may draw near to God with their mouth, in works they deny Him (Matthew 15:7-9, Titus 1:16).  
	What about you?  Does it matter to you what God says?  Is there a belief or practice you are unwilling to give up or change though God’s word does not authorize it?  Instead of saying, “I don’t care what it says, I’m going to do it anyway,” our attitude needs to be, “I don’t care what anyone says, I’m going to do what God says” (Galatians 1:10).


Truth Does Not Fear Investigation
David McPherson – Westview bulletin

	There’s a good saying that brethren have used over the years to show our sincerity in what we practice and preach: “truth does not fear investigation.”  The idea is that if one is genuinely concerned about doing right, he’ll not be afraid of someone else questioning what he does.  By frequent examinations and regular defenses, one is constantly kept “in check.”  If by an “investigation” one’s preaching and or practice is proven true, great.  If, however it is proven false, there’s a sense in which this is also great, for now the sincere individual can make the necessary changes to get back on track and be right.
	Unfortunately, not everyone is interested in truth.  Some are content to go on in their error hoping no one will ever challenge them.  If they are questioned, too many write it off as being “bothered” and ignore the “investigator.”  How sad!
	Those fearful of investigation need reminding of what Peter wrote, “… be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you…” (1 Peter 3:15).  When a person gets to the point where they cannot defend or give an answer for what they’re doing, it’s time to do something else.  While error may clam up, get aggravated and run from it – truth does not fear investigation.  What about you?

