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	“For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a good place.’  And say to the poor man, ‘You stand there,’ or, ‘Sit here at my footstool,’ have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts.  Listen my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him?”                  (James 2:2-4)

						I AM A NEWCOMER
	[image: ] Won’t you please…

	SMILE AT ME as I walk in the door.  You are my first impression of the church, during the first few moments I am in your building, and this first impression will probably stay with me a long time.
	HELP ME find my place in the service.  I will not find your help an intrusion.  In fact, I will remember your kindness.
	SPEAK TO ME after the service.  I know you want to see your friends, but I may find it hard to believe that you truly care for each other unless I see evidence that you care for the “stranger” in your midst.
	TELL ME GOOD THINGS about the church, your elders, deacons and minister.  I want to believe that I have come to a place where they love each other and where they believe that they are doing something exciting and important for the Lord.
	NOTICE ME even if I am not “family.”  I don’t want to feel invisible just because I am unmarried, a single parent, teenager or older person.
	TALK TO ME AGAIN the second week when I come back, and the third and fourth.  I am still not a part of your church family.
	INVITE ME to become a part of some church activity or small group.  I need more contact with the church family.  					  (copied/unknown author)
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