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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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“… having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.”  Ephesians 1:5

	This is such a wonderful passage and yet, many religious believers have been abusing these concepts for centuries.  The man-made theories promoted in the teachings commonly known as “Calvinism” have fooled people into believing that they’re salvation is wholly or totally dependent on God personally “hand selecting” them via some mystical, irresistible calling from the Spirit and thusly, they’re (by some measure of fate or destiny) are sanctified children of God.  
	This passage does not remove our free will choice to be saved by the grace of God.  What God has predestined is: a plan of redemption.  God set for His plan to save humanity through Jesus Christ.  As Ephesians 1:13 states, “In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed…”.  The gospel call is for all men, Romans 1:15-17!  We are not like “lottery ticket Bingo balls” which get selectively sucked into God’s tube of holiness and then, we end up being God’s “elect” lucky number! 
	It is true, we have all fallen short of God’s glory due to sin, and sin corrupts our hearts.  But, that does not imply that we’ve become so depraved that it’s impossible to now answer the inviting call of the Gospel to reap His saving grace!  
	Jesus said to the great multitudes, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear!”  Friends, if you’ve got ears and you can hear – then, you can come to Jesus!  You can believe, repent, confess Jesus and then, be baptized into the church of Christ! 	Calvinist insists that God must hand-select you and then, overwhelm you with a mystical, holy feeling and they’ll determine if you meet their grade.  Nope, Christians choose – because they’ve “heard” the gospel and obeyed the gospel!
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