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 	Have I become your enemy because: I tell you the truth about sin?  The New Testament teaches that sin is lawlessness or the transgression of God’s law and those who practice sin are of the devil (1 John 3:4-10).  Most folks do not want to hear the truth about sin, even most “church going” people.  This is why a lot of modern-day churches specialize in a doctrine of tolerance, acceptance and ecumenism.  Real gospel preachers will speak the truth about sin and the horrible Biblical consequences awaiting those who die in their sins.  When I preach about sin, have I become your enemy?
	Have I become your enemy because: I tell you the truth about conversion?  Just before Jesus ascended into heaven, He gave a charge to His apostles.  He told them in Matthew 28:19-20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things I command you…”  Mark recorded this same sentiment from Jesus in Mark 16:15-16, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he does not believe will be condemned.”  Most religious people recoil at the thought of baptism being a necessity for their conversion.  How about you?
	Have I become your enemy because: I tell you the truth about the church?  Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16:18, “… and on this rock I will build MY church.”  Paul taught that salvation in Christ is found in His church when he wrote this in Ephesians 5:23, “For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is the head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.”  Most people today are repulsed with the truth that Jesus has built His church and all must be apart of His church, the church of Christ, to be saved!  Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth that Jesus is the Savior of the body, the church?
	Have I become your enemy because: I tell you the truth about the work of the church?  The New Testament reveals God’s pattern for the mission, work and function of a congregation.  In Philippians 4:15, we see the church in Philippi financially supporting Paul as a gospel preacher.  Churches also came to the financial aid of destitute Christians, as in Romans 15:26.  Last but not least, the church attended to its own financial needs, whether it was for benevolence or evangelism as in Acts 4:32 and Acts 13:1-4.  Most churches today, even many “churches of Christ,” reject any notion that they are limited by the New Testament in what they should do and how to get more people in their doors.  It seems in many churches that “dollars speak louder than words,” even the words of Jesus in the New Testament.  Those who use their treasuries in financially supporting unauthorized works have violated, “the pattern of sound words” found in the doctrine of Christ.  Have I become your enemy because I tell you the truth about the work of the church?
	The Galatians probably thought it would be easier to just accept the Judaizers than stand up and fight against the worldly pressures inflicted on them through false doctrines.  There is no room in the church of Christ for false doctrine!  John taught us in 2 John 9, “Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God.  He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.”  The truth of God is precious; it is what is needed in every phase of religion!  Let me ask you as Paul did centuries ago, “I have therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth?”
image1.png




