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	What a great two weeks!  Sandra and I enjoyed a week of “marveling” at God’s creative glory.  This picture was taken by a very nice stranger near Cade’s Cove, Tennessee, just west of Gatlinburg.  I think the area of that falls is in Metcalfe Flats, but don’t hold me to it.  So much natural beauty!  How can anyone think that all of this splendor just accidently spawned off of some billion year old “big bang” explosion?  Sometimes, I wonder about the intellectual capacity of today’s “intellectuals.”  When I consider the foolishness that men come up about creation, I want to ask the same question that Barnabas and Paul asked the people of Lystra in Acts 14:15, “Men, why are you doing these things?  We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea and all things that are in them.”   
	And yet, the main event of our two week journey was to preach in a Gospel meeting held by the Williams church of Christ in Williams, Indiana.  The people in Williams are so sweet and this has made the 4th time they’ve invited me to preach a series of meetings with them since 2009.  The congregation at Williams draws my mind back to an earlier day, as far back as pioneer preachers in the restoration movement.  Their building is easily over 100 years old, still sporting steps near its entrance for people to get out of their horse drawn buggies!  On Sunday morning, they ring the old bell in the attic to call the community to “meeting”!  The auditorium has that great old feel where no microphones are needed.  I love returning to that grand old building and reuniting with brethren who love the Lord with a genuine and true faith.
	From my observations, this was the best meeting we’ve had together of the four.  The attendance by the members was really good and we had visitors from several area congregations and a lot of visitors who were not Christians from the local community.  One such man was Mark Spreen.  He came to every meeting and I could tell he was really enjoying the sermons.  My Friday night lesson was: Why Should People Be Baptized?  At the invitation, Mark came forward and was baptized into Christ.  He told me that he’d been thinking about it for a while and that lesson crystallized it for him to take the step: make his life right with God!  There wasn’t a dry eye in the house!  
	And that leads me back to the title of the article.  God is always near: at meetings, on vacations, in our homes!  Paul told the Athenians the reason, “so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us, Acts 17:27.”  What a praiseworthy time, may God get and receive all the glory!  Praise the Lord, oh my soul!  Praise The Lord!
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