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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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But God Composed The Body
Kenneth D. Sils

      “… But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.”  1 Corinthians 12:24-25

	God always knows what He is doing!  This grand letter that Paul sent to the church in Corinth is “chalk filled” with vital spiritual themes for their survival and growth.  They needed to see that each member of the congregation was important, from the elders to one who is maybe “shut in”.  And, in the midst of this illustration yields the understanding that members whom seem weaker, God takes extra special care of them… and we should too!
	The congregation in Corinth needed to work together as one spiritual unit.  Chloe’s household informed Paul that there were contentions among them, as they were dividing into groups that appeared to be “pit” one member against another, destroying the unity that Jesus earnestly prayed for in John 17.  Whether it was some particular doctrinal issue Paul was addressing, how they handled spiritual gifts among each other or even how they partook of the Lord’s supper, this church was in grave danger of divisive decomposition.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Enough of that!  Paul said that God has given us amazing gifts and the greatest of all gifts is LOVE.  In chapter 13 of 1 Corinthians, Paul expresses the nature of a person who loves and then in 1 Corinthians 14:1, he states, “Pursue love…”  That is great advice - so simple and so practical!  It is our duty to pursue love!  Far too often, Christians get this backwards.  Paul didn’t command that we “repay” love (although returning a loving gesture with another loving is a good thing), God want us to be “pursuers of love!”  This implies that we express love towards others… simply because!  What better place to begin this than with members of the local church!  There are good works and kind gestures that we can do for each another – not looking for anything in return, but simply because we care for each other.  We fellowship a spiritual body that profits from my effort and your effort, knowing God has composed the local church as the proving ground for other-centered love.  Are you busy for Jesus?   
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