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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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Giving Thanks Always For All Things
Kenneth D. Sils

      “speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ, submitting to one another in the fear of God.”            Ephesians 5:19-21

	There are so several “Psalms” in the Old Testament that passionately encourage its readers to “give thanks” to God.  Last Sunday morning, we studied the 136th Psalm together and heard, time and time again, His mercy endures forever!  Oh yes, our God is a God of loving-kindness and He has expressed it through the ages towards His nation Israel.  He delivered them from a savage bondage, revealing His eternal power and gracious mercy towards those who surrender their lives towards Him in the fear of God!
	This weekend, millions of American’s continue “in a spirit” of thanksgiving as we just celebrated our national “day of Thanksgiving” last Thursday.  Many spent good times with family and close friends: feasting, laughing and enjoying the company of those they love.  
	We have so much to be thankful for, don’t we?  The country we live in affords so many opportunities to be successful.  So much freedom!  So much natural beauty!  Even 2the poor and needy have access to a lot of good-hearted people and societies that willingly come to their aid when sought!  What a great country!  What a blessed land!  We are so fortunate!
	And yet, the focus in this verse – it’s all about God!  Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of Jesus Christ.  God has made all this – possible!  God has given us every good and perfect gift, James 1:17.  God has blessed us richly with family, friends and brethren in Christ!  And, He promises to grant us access into the everlasting kingdom of Jesus Christ, 2 Peter 1:10-11.  Heaven!!!  
	Yes, I know… life isn’t a bowl of cherries.  We suffer occasionally and sometimes, it feels unbearable!  But, with God’s good blessings, there are redeeming sun rays beyond our personal storm clouds.  Rejoice brethren, our future is bright!  Give thanks always for all things!
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