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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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“For after all these things the Gentiles seek.  For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.”  Matthew 6:32

	This sounds familiar, like right out of the bulletin from last week!  It’s not!  This is a common refrain from Jesus in this grand sermon.  We have a wonderful, loving heavenly Father who knows us better than we know ourselves.  He knows exactly what we need and desires to provide us opportunity to obtain the necessities of life.
	I love the theme of this section in the most powerful sermon EVER.  Jesus had been speaking to the Israelites in a very authoritative way, chiding the current leaders with their self-absorbed approach to Judaism, and now, His tone has changed completely to connect with the hearts of the gathered masses.  Daily life can be so hard and especially in the 1st century, a lot of folks lived in “survival” mode.  Food, shelter and clothing were not “taken for granted” like it is for so many in our affluent society.  Imagine what life must have been like if you got up thinking, “I’ve got to find some food today!  I need to find a roof to put over the heads of my family.”  Just imagine the anxiety that can cause!  How quick one could become bitter against God and blame Him for life’s bad hand they were dealt.  And yes, people still do that today.
	God is for us!  Jesus declares, “Seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things (you need) will be added to you, Mt. 6:33.”  Trust God!  Love God!  Obey God!  Serve God!  Yes, we live in a wicked world and we can easily fall on hard times, but God is for us.  How do I know?  Consider what Paul wrote, “He who did not spare His Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him freely give us all things,  Romans 8:32.”  Oh yes, He cares… His heart it touched with my grief!   
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