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“for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ,”    Ephesians 4:12

	This text of scripture from the Ephesian letter is just so… edifying!  The Greek word for edifying here is: OIKODOME which literally translates into English: to build the home.  God has laid the foundation for the church upon the doctrine spoken by and then, written down by the apostles and prophets of the 1st century, Ephesians 2:19-22.  Now, here in this text, God is giving gifts, as vs. 11 says, “And He himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists and some pastors and teachers” as that text at the top reveals why!  
	The edifying of the body of Christ is a vital work!  I know, a lot of religious people today do not like that word; they’ve been trained to think that “work” is always opposed to “grace” – but that isn’t true.  These “offices” in vs. 11 were God-given gifts to the church, designed to build up the church, both spiritually and numerically!  God wants us to be workers and who can deny that old gospel hymn, “I want to be a worker for the Lord!”  It’s not just for preachers, but all spiritually mature men and women need to put their “hands to the plow” and work: being a good example of the cross, sowing precious seed of gospel into soil and being alert, patiently waiting for “spiritual fruit” to blossom among those about them.  What can I do?  What can you do?  What can we do, both individually and collectively in ministry (service) for our Lord, Jesus?  Lead; we need leaders, teachers, elders, deacons, servants… sincerely dedicated to the cross of Jesus, living for Him and looking for opportunities to spread His good news!
	Our mission: build the house!  Paul reminded them that we all have “skin in the game”, so to speak.  What builds the house: every part doing its share, vs. 16?  “To the work, to the work, we are children of God.”  Think: OIKODOME - edify!
