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	“If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.”  		 1 John 1:6-7
	
	Fellowship – a topic that is grossly misunderstood among religious circles today.  Practically anything in our generation could be considered some type of “church fellowship” work... from common meals, education and even, a “quilt making” fellowship among sisters.  
	Biblically, the word fellowship has a deeper, spiritual meaning than a general “sharing” or “partnership”.  If one carefully peers into the covenant of Christ, you’ll find that Christians were “sharing” or “fellowshipping” spiritual activities or in their spiritual relationship with God.   
	Let’s consider the passage above us for a moment.  John started his 1st letter declaring the spiritual ties they (as apostles) had with Jesus.  They heard Jesus... saw Him, felt Him and knew without doubt that Jesus died, was buried and rose the 3rd day from His grave.  They shared a special, intimate, spiritual bond with Jesus, forging them as brethren with Him and sons of God through Him.
	John continues in this text enthusiastically promising that this basic spiritual connection is available for all of us today!  Christians, we were washed in the blood of Jesus when we obeyed the gospel of Christ via baptism.  John now extends that point by reminding us that the spiritual tie of fellowship is conditioned on the way of holy living!  Once one becomes a Christian, it’s incumbent on them to: walk in the light.  We are lying to ourselves if we think we can continue to practice sin and still share in the intimate relationship of being a child of God.  
	Paul seems to double down on this precept as he taught the Christians in Rome.  As a result of dying with Christ in baptism and being raised with Christ, we’ve now pledged ourselves to walk in a “newness of life, Romans 6:4.”  Almost like a concluding remark, Paul went on to say in vs. 11, “Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be deed indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  See, there are two ways to live: alive in Christ, spiritually connected with Him in the things we do and say or dead to sin, allowing darkness to dominate our daily speech and actions.  
	To the awe struck crown upon that mountain, Jesus heralded, “You are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the world.”  This is what He was speaking about!  Because we share familial, spiritual bonds with the Holy Creator of men, we become men and women striving for holiness, purity, chastity, modesty & striving for heaven when life is over!  The world now sees you as a spiritual person as fellowship implies we’re spiritual (holy, righteous & pious) people.  In really simple terms, let’s be like our Holy Father and walk in the footsteps of His Son, Jesus Christ.  This naturally will draw us closer to Him and to one another as we walk in the fellowship of the gospel!     
