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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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Everything Is Harder When The One You Love Is Gone
Kenneth D. Sils

	As most of you know, my fourth grandson was born 9 days ago.  As a result, Sandra and I went up to Tennessee for my son and daughter-in-law really needed some help.  That has become our “grandchild birthing” tradition, to come to their aid after all of the other immediate aid is depleted in caring for the other kids.  Well, this time we had to leave with urgency.
	Before I sat down to write this article, I got the crockpot full of one of my favorite dishes: chicken white chili! (YUM).  Then, I had to clean up my mess and that led to cleaning up the whole kitchen and then, I got some clothes out of the dryer and folded towels and then… well; you get the picture.  Sitting down much later than I intended to sit at my computer, the title of today’s bulletin came to my mind:  everything is harder when the one you love is gone!  Boy, that is so true, isn’t it!  When Sandra is around, things sure seem prettier, brighter and cleaner.  If you’ve been away from your spouse for some time, you probably know what I’m talking about, and especially if you’ve lost your spouse to death, you really know: everything is harder!
	I got to thinking about this from a spiritual perspective: how hard it must be for those who have left “the faith” –- that thought must enter their minds from time to time, don’t you think?  They had a real, close and yes, personal relationship with Jesus.  They’ve assembled on a regular basis.  They’ve talked Bible with family, friends and brethren.  And then, something or someone got in the way, temptation led to sinful choices and boom… they’re gone; they left “the faith” and like Adam and Eve, they’re removed from God’s fellowship.  They are alone!
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This reminds me of the young ruler in Matthew 19.  Jesus loved him and he loved God, but he was unwilling to yield to Jesus.  Oh, what a sad statement in Matthew 19:22, “But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.”  Note: he went away… sorrowful!  I wonder how often in his future it hit him out of the blue, “This ole life has been tough without that relationship Jesus promised to give me.  Why didn’t I just do what He asked?  But, Jesus was long gone!  How lonely and how sad!  
	The wise preacher said this in Proverbs 13:15, “Good understanding gains favor, but the way of the unfaithful is hard.”  Friend, is your life is hard because Jesus is no longer in it?  The good news: Jesus doesn’t have to stay “gone”.  You can still do something about it!  Let’s talk!
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