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	Most insects do not concern me.  Oh, there is the pesky fly, the occasional spider and the swarming wasp.  Like most, I have been either stung or bit by all those bugs, but still, never let them bother me all that much.  I have learned to keep a flyswatter nearby and take careful aim.  But until they become so bothersome as to interrupt my work, I usually leave them along and do whatever they do. After all, they are God’s creatures as well; they are not always to my liking, but I have to admit God did create them!
	Why did God create such pests?  I know He did it to punish Egypt with the flies (Exodus 8:20-32).  I know spiders teach a great lesson of determination and grant us puzzlement as to how so perfectly they spin their webs (Proverbs 30:28).  I can’t find any scriptural reference to a wasp, and the only place where I find the word “sting” is in reference to “death” (1 Corinthians 15: 55; 58).  Those who have been stung with a wasp might suggest it hurts and makes you think “death” is near, but such reality from the sting is rare.  Yet, God made those flying nest builders for some purpose; maybe to keep us from going into hot barns or sheds!
	God made several things of which we ponder their purpose.  Think of the animals in our area that fit this description: rats, skunks, mice, copperhead snakes, turkey buzzards, opossums, muskrats, moles, et al.  What purpose do these creatures serve?   And when you think of bugs, you can add mosquitoes, gnats, roaches, fleas, ticks, mud-dabbers, slugs, carpenter bees, et al.  Does anyone you know enjoy these things?  
	The point is, God still created these creatures and whether we enjoy them or not, they serve a purpose for God or He would not have created them.  They have a part in the eco-system.  Even the common honeybees that used to swarm around white clover in the yard are growing fewer in number and endangering the needed pollination process of growing needed crops!  While we may not completely understand their usefulness, and why God lets them “bother” us, we cannot escape the reality they are God’s creation!
	Scientists have studied these creatures for centuries and learned a great deal about their anatomy.  For example, the fly has incredible eyesight!  The spider can spin a web in a matter of minutes that would require man several years to design, let alone weave.  The skunk’s “spray” can be used in perfumes and even as medicine.  Snake venom can be developed into blood thinners, including the “clot buster” medicine for stroke victims.  See, God has a purpose for them if mankind will study enough to learn the value.
	Regardless of how repulsive some things are to us humans, we must never decry the Creator’s wisdom in these things!  Even within His Word are things “hard to be understood” (2 Peter 3:15-16).  They are not impossible, but they are difficult, especially without study.  Other things might seem very strange, if not unfair to us.  For example, why did God spare the ones who placed the Ark of the Covenant on the ox cart, but killed Uzzah for taking hold of it? (2 Samuel 6:1-15).  Or why did God limit the partaking of the remembrance of the Lord’s Supper to only once a week when we think of the sacrifice Jesus Christ every day?  (Acts 20:5; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34)  And then there’s the frequently asked question, “Why did He use figurative language instead of just telling us what He meant in simple, understood terms?”  As I told one brother, “I can communicate with Him, but I’m not on His advisory board.”  There are some things we are simply not privileged to know (Deuteronomy 29:29; John 20: 30- 31).
	No, I can’t say it would be a sin to swat a fly, kill a wasp nest with spray, shoot a skunk (from a distance!) or flatten out the molehills, set out mice, and rat poison, etc.  I’m never going to scold someone for killing copperhead snakes, roaches, ticks, fleas, or slugs.  But again, I will remind you that God is the Creator of these things just the same as He is of you and me!  My sister, who did most of Dad and Mom’s driving in later years, ran over three or four opossums within three weeks on their way to Wednesday night bible study.  Dad looked at Ruth and simply asked, “What do you have against opossums?”  To us, it’s no big deal.  But what is it to God to take such things for granted or even design a form of “hate” toward them?
	Is it not the same with His Word and our obedience to it?  Granted, there are some things He wrote, and will not change, that may bother us or even make us angry.  Unless we guard against it, we could become hateful toward His commandment or Him or both!  Yet consider: WHO SAID IT?  WHO COMMANDS IT OF US?  Whether we fully understand it or not, is NOT the question: ARE GOING TO OBEY HIM OR NOT is the question!  Even the little things matter to Him (Proverbs 30:24-28).  Jesus carefully fulfilled every “jot and tittle” of the prophecy of His life (Matthew 5:18).  We should take greater heed before ignoring the little things of His Word.  Let’s not treat it as we would a fly or a wasp; knowing even they have God to thank for their creation!  

