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	It may be due to their: Thirst For Preeminence.  Preeminence involves the spirit of one determining to be superior to others.  Such a one is right in their own eyes, and there is no way of reasoning with such a person.  Diotrephes is spoken of as being a lover of preeminence.  “I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them receiveth us not.”  (3 John 9)  There are also those who become unreasonable within the church, and Diotrephes appears to be an example of one of these.  We need to heed the words of Paul in Romans 12:3, “For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to ever man the measure of faith.”  Thinking of ourselves more highly that we ought to think can lead us to become unreasonable in our evaluation of others.  Jesus said, “but whosoever will be great among you, let him be your minister; and whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant: Even as the Son of Man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 22:26-28)  These words kill the thirst for preeminence, and respect for them keeps one from being unreasonable in dealing with the values of life.
	Men become unreasonable when they: Refuse To Be Open Minded.  The unreasonableness which was evident in the synagogue at Thessalonica was not apparent in Berea.  “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea; who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.  These were more noble that those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily whether those things were so.  Therefore many of them believed; also of honorable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few.” (Acts 17:10-12)  They received the word, which was taught them, with all readiness of mind.  They conducted themselves in a reasonableness.  They searched the Scriptures daily to see that what was taught to them was that which was found in the Scriptures.  Jesus said of some of His countryman; “For this people’s heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be converted, and I should heal them.” (Matthew 13:15)  They were very unreasonable, and in that state, Jesus could not heal them!  Hearing Stephen, unreasonable people “cried out with a loud voice, and stopped their ears, and ran upon him with one accord, and cast him out of the city, and stoned him;” (Acts 7:57-58)  Never underestimate what unreasonable people will do!
	Men become unreasonable when they: Have Idols To Protect.  When the silversmiths in Acts 19 felt their craft was in danger of being set at nought by the gospel, they caused a great disturbance in Ephesus and cried out about the space of two hours, “Great is Diana of the Ephesians.”  It took a great amount of persuasion by the town clerk to calm the uproar.  When the owners of the damsel possessed with a spirit of divination in Philippi saw the hope of their gain was gone, they lied about Paul and Silas and caused them to be placed in prison. (Acts 16)  We need to keep ourselves from idols (1 John 5:21)  They can make us unreasonable!       
