The Conversion Of An Ethiopian Treasurer - continued
	
	As the treasurer rides, he is reading sacred Scriptures, specifically from the prophet Isaiah (the scholar’s state this was quite popular among devout Jews as they traveled).  The preacher hears the eunuch reading and promptly arrives at the chariot to ask if he understood the meaning of the passage he read from Isaiah 53:7-8 that speaks of “a lamb being led to the slaughter.”  Immediately, our minds know whom Isaiah is referring to, but this Treasurer did not.  Acts 8:35 states, “Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.”  
	Jesus is, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  (John 1:29).  The mission of Jesus was clear: die for the sins of humanity and then, be raised from the grave to prove that all people can have everlasting life through His sacrificial blood.  Now, all nations can become Christians, dwell in Jesus’ kingdom (the church) and enjoy eternity with God forever in heaven!  Jesus had just given His disciples the Great Commission: to go out into all the world and make disciples (Christians) from every nation, Mark 16:15.  This is exactly what Philip was attempting to accomplish: convert this man to Jesus! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Upon hearing the preaching about Jesus from Philip, the text in Acts 8:36 reads, “Now as they went down the road, they came to some water.  And the Eunuch said, ‘See, here is water.  What hinders me from being baptized?’”  Why would the treasurer ask this?  It appears to be a question asked in urgency, doesn’t it!  It’s kind of like, “What is stopping or preventing me from jumping in that water right now and you baptizing me right now?”  Acts 8:37-38 states, “Then Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’  And he answered and said, ‘I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’  And he commanded the chariot to stand still.  And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him.”   
	That’s it!  That is what it takes!  That is what Jesus commanded in Mark 16:16, “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”   The treasurer did not want to be condemned for his sins, so his faith moved him immediately into that water and then, Philip baptized him!  After he was baptized, Philip departed and the treasurer resumed his journey as a happy, happy man!  Why?  Because he was now saved from his sins, washed in the blood of the Lamb who was slaughtered!  This treasurer was now a Christian!
	Friends, this is how people were converted to Jesus in New Testament days!  When men and women heard about Jesus and believed that He was the Christ, they were baptized (Acts 8:12, Acts 18:8).  They knew nothing about today’s man-made methods often referred to as a “Sinner’s Prayer” salvation, nor of the popular practice of a “faith only” or “grace only” salvation experience.  The examples found in New Testament Scriptures are consistent: faith in Jesus led people to be baptized into Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection so they would be freed from their sins to walk in a “newness of life” (Romans 6:3-7).  
	This great example of the treasurer has been “preserved” for us today!  Yes, becoming a Christian is that simple!  It’s that repeatable!  It’s that’s explainable!  God gave us a clear pattern for “how” folks became Christians in the book of Acts for a reason: so we would be content to follow their example of who to believe in and then, what we must do to be saved.  Sadly, many religious groups have turned their back on this pattern for conversion to the ways, schemes and doctrines of men not found in the New Testament.  There is no greater issue than making sure you’ve become a Christian – the Bible way!  Any other way… is not a way at all!      
