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	At midnight, Paul and Silas were singing praises to God when a strong (no doubt, miraculous) earthquake shook the prison so hard that the jail cells doors were opened and everyone’s shackles were loosed.  The keeper of the prison (the jailer) came and found the prison doors opened.  He was about to kill himself for he just knew all the prisoners had escaped when Paul and Silas informed him that all the prisoners were accounted for.
	The Jailer then came before Paul and Silas and said in Acts 16:30, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  Paul said in the next verse, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  
	Folks, this is where most preachers stop reading the story.  But, as Paul Harvey’s trademark was: “and now, the rest of the story.”  Acts 16:32 went on to declare, “Then they (Paul & Silas) spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in the house.  And he (the jailer) took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes.  And immediately he and all his family were baptized.”  
	When the jailer, along with his family heard: the rest of the story; they emphatically knew that they needed to be baptized - ASAP!  If they believed the message about Jesus being Lord and Savior, they must be baptized to be saved (saved from their sins).  This is what Jesus commands throughout the New Testament.  You may recall the Great Commission given by Jesus to the apostles in Mark 16:15-16, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.  He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”  Obviously, if one doesn’t believe, they’re not going to be baptized… but, if one does believe, they need to get baptized to be saved by Jesus!
	Paul explained to the Christians at Rome WHY one needs to get baptized in order to be saved.  In Romans 6:3-4, Paul said, “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”  There is the reason: we are baptized into the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus.  We contact His blood that He shed on the cross!  We bury our old man of sin when we’re buried with Him in baptism and then, we are raised from that watery grave to walk in a new life (re-born), raised with Christ in baptism!  
	How can anyone deny the essential nature of baptism when they read these statements?  Paul knew and so did Peter!  Peter was the first to tell those who crucified Jesus in Acts 2:38, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sin…”  Peter also described the flood waters as, “an anti-type which now saves us – baptism” in 1 Peter 3:21.  The jailer knew and his whole family knew: I believe everything Paul and Silas are saying and that very night (they weren’t going to wait), they got baptized!
	Conversions to Jesus in the New Testament follow this same simplistic pattern.  The last conversion we read about is found in Acts 18:8, “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household.  And many of the Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.”  In the first century, men knew nothing about today’s man-made schemes like that which is referred to as the “Sinner’s Prayer” salvation, nor any of the popular pronouncements of today’s “faith only” or “grace only” salvation experiences or testimonies.  	
	This truth about conversion has been “preserved” for us through the Jailer and his family!  Becoming a Christian is still this simple!  It’s this repeatable!  It’s this explainable!  God gave us a clear pattern for “how” people became Christians in the book of Acts.  Sadly, many religious groups have turned their back on this pattern for conversion to the ways, schemes and doctrines of men not found in the New Testament.  There is no greater issue than making sure you’ve become a Christian – the Bible way!  Any other way… is not God’s way, at all!         
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