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	 I have heard a lot from what others are thinking, feeling or how they’ve been persuaded that gathering isn’t essential; but I keep coming back to, “What does the Bible say about: going to church?”   The New Testament speaks of this need!  Jesus told Peter in Matthew 16:18 that the church belongs to Him.  Jesus commissioned His apostles to go out and make disciples and then, lay down foundation markers for His church, Ephesians 2:19-22.  It’s no surprise that immediately upon their conversion to Jesus in Acts 2:41, newborn Christians, “continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine…” (Acts 2:42).  These ambassadors of Christ had a lot of instruction to lay down for His church and they accomplished that mission.  I think of Paul exhorting Timothy, a preacher of the gospel, saying this in 2 Timothy 1:13, “Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.”  Follow the pattern, Timothy… and this transcends to you and me as well!
	Where did the title for this article come from?  Paul was chiding the Christians in Corinth for their abuse of the Lord’s Supper in 1 Corinthians 11:18.  They had corrupted the Lord’s Supper so badly that it was reduced to a secular, common, individual meal.  Paul offered immediate corrective measures to once again restore the Lord’s Supper.  Later in 1 Corinthians 14, Paul again addressed the idea of “going to church” saying, “the whole church coming together in one place” (vs. 23) and “whenever you come together”, (vs. 26).  The church (the assembly or congregation) came together: literally, personally, actually and collectively!  They gathered to take the Lord’s Supper, to sing praises to God, to pray, to offer the “collection for the saints”, (1 Corinthians 16:1-2) and to hear gospel preaching.  And, they did this each Sunday as Acts 20:7 historically documents, “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until midnight.”  
	From this you may be thinking, “OK, Christians in the Bible literally came together and did all those things… but, does it really matter?  I mean, I’m free in Christ and I want to worship Him differently; even greater, higher, nobler – more heartfelt; after all, it’s my personal relationship with Jesus is all that really matters, right?”  Do you remember the story of Jesus speaking to the woman at Jacob’s well in John’s gospel?  Jesus told her in John 4:24, “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth.”  Jesus set the plate: we must worship God with the proper spirit and also, according to His instructions.  Yes, it really does matter!  
	Churches of Christ (Romans 16:16) have been “congregating” for nearly 2000 years.   As a church of Christ in Mobile, we “come together” each 1st day of the week as Christians have been doing since the 1st century.  We practice these Bible acts for worship just as stated in this article from the Bible.  And, our attitudes are reverent, humble and united in homage and praise as we collectively worship God.  Friends, we will never go wrong doing, “Bible things in Bible ways” and “following the pattern of sound words” as revealed in the New Testament Scriptures.     

