Co-Workers With God
Thailer Jimerson

“Working together with Him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain.” (2 Corinthians 6:1)
	
	God works many things in existence to His glory.  And though I believe that if there is any decisive work done for good in the world (including our salvation), it’s God’s work, we still must be obedient and join as co-workers with Him.  It’s an honor to be given responsibility from the Creator and to experience what He works in us through our obedience to His word.  Though, according to Philippians 2:13, it is “God who works in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure”, He still commands you to “work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,” (Philippians 2:12).
	So, let’s rejoice that we’re invited to work; that there are two parts in the work of salvation and that God’s work and man’s work are not mutually exclusive.  Consider:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	1. Prayer!   There are two parts to this.  God gives, we receive.  And here’s the funny thing: God knows what you have need of before you even ask Him! (Matthew 6:8).  Yet we’re still told to pray! (Matthew 6:9).  We can’t play logic games with God.  Yes, He could just outright give you want you need since He already knows you need it, but that’s not how He chose to operate.  He still wants you to ask in prayer.  Think about Matthew 9 where Jesus commanded His disciples to “pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest,” (vs. 38).  Logically, that doesn’t make a whole lot of sense.  Why pray to Him?  He’s the Lord of the harvest!  He knows we need laborers YET Jesus said to pray and ask anyway.  Thus, two parts.
	2.  Evangelism!  When Paul was feeling afraid in Corinth, Jesus invited him to be a co-worker with Him.  He told Paul in Acts 18:9-10 to go on preaching for He had many in the city who were His people.  It’s kind of like what Jesus said in John 10:16, “And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.”  Jesus has lost sheep that must be sought and saved but it will not happen without the preaching of the gospel.  Paul made it clear that we’re called to salvation THROUGH the gospel (2 Thessalonians 2:14). “How are they to believe in Him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:14).  People can only respond to Jesus with faith after hearing the word preached (Romans 10:17).  So, we plant but God gives the increase (1 Corinthians 3:6).  Just like Paul who spoke to Lydia and God “opened her heart” (Acts 16:14) – so we speak and God works.
	3. Meditation!  In 2 Timothy 2:7 Paul says, “Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in everything.”  Notice it’s not that we think the whole time and then we understand nor we refrain from any meditation and then God swings His wand and we understand but, instead, it both.  We have the responsibility and the work of thinking and God works through that to provide understanding.  Yet again, even in meditation, we’re co-workers with God.
	4. Salvation!  Paul says, “God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: ‘The Lord knows those who are His,’ AND, ‘Let everyone who names the name of the Lord depart from iniquity’” (2 Timothy 2:19, emphasis mine).  In other words, the foundation of those who are saved bears a seal with to characteristics: 1) God knows who are truly His children, who are truly saved, and 2) if you think you’re saved, prove this by departing from iniquity.  God’s work and our obedience are not mutually exclusive.  We know this is the case because in the next two verses Paul uses an illustration that he only uses twice, namely, an illustration of the potter and the clay.  He uses it here and once more in Romans 9:20-23.  In Romans, Paul emphasizes God’s sovereign power as the Potter and in 2 Timothy he emphasizes our responsibility of “cleansing” ourselves from the dishonorable that we may be a holy vessel, useful for God.  There again, God’s work alongside ours.
	So, in the end, God offers salvation from His finished work on the cross for your sins but YOU must respond by repenting of your sins, confessing your Lord and being baptized for the remission of sins, all through faith in the Lord Jesus.  As Peter says, “Repent and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins,” (Acts 2:38).
