Church Attendance Is Essential; Part #2
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	CHURCH ATTENDANCE STRENGTHENS YOUR FAITH.  “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).  “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  The more you hear the Word of God, the more you grow in faith when you apply the lessons learned.  Multitudes are those who often say, “I wish I were stronger in faith.”  Yet these same people do little, and many times nothing, to make it so!  A stronger faith is directly related to the study of God’s Word.  The more you attend the assemblies of the saints, the more you hear God’s Word, the more you grow in the faith! 
	CHURCH ATTENDANCE PROVIDES THE PROPER EXAMPLE.  Had you rather your children find their heroes and mentors on social media, at school, sports, entertainment, TV, or had you rather they find them at church?  As a child, I observed godly men and women who reverently: bowed their heads in prayer (1 Thessalonians 5:17), observed the Lord’s supper (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:23-30), contributed to the Lord’s work (1 Corinthians 16:2), sang psalms, hymns, and spiritual praises unto God (Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16), and studied and listened to the Word of God (Acts 20:7).  These great examples served to teach me how to worship God (John 4:24).  It impressed upon me the reverence and respect due unto God.  I learned the seriousness of holy things.  I’m no doubt a Christian today because of those early years and being shown such wonderful examples. 
	CHURCH ATTENDANCE GIVES THE HONOR, RESPECT, REVERENCE, ADORATION, AND GLORY TO GOD THE FATHER IN HEAVEN.  The woman at Jacob’s well was taught about true and proper worship by Jesus himself.  When she observed that He was a prophet, she had a question for Him, saying, “Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.  Jesus saith unto her, ‘Woman, believe Me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.  Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship [Him] in spirit and in truth’” (John 4:20-24). 
	God the Father seeks worship.  He seeks true worship.  He seeks spiritual worship (John 4:23). Shall those who have been redeemed not offer Him the worship He not only desires but commands?  Are we so thankless that we only attend worship services when it’s convenient for us?  Do you realize that amounts to nothing more than just throwing God a crumb from our bountiful table filled with blessings?  Do you remember the occasion when Jesus healed ten lepers but only one returned to give glory to God?  Jesus asked him, “Were there not ten cleansed?  But where are the nine?  There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger” (Luke 17:17-18).  Are you among the nine who did not return to praise God?  Such an attitude is ungrateful indeed!  Who do you think the Lord will save come Judgment Day?  All ten or just the one? 
	“For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put Him to an open shame” (Hebrews 6:4-6). 
	When all is said and done and our existence in this world has come to an end, what will you say at judgment?  Will you say you did not have time to worship?  You were too busy?  There were so many things more important to you than worshipping God?  Where are the nine? 
	Who will deny the blessings of families worshipping God together?  Who will step forward and say that such does not strengthen the home?  No one can do so!
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