Christ, Our Passover, Was Sacrificed For Us
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	“Your glorying is not good.  Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump?  Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you are truly unleavened.  For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.” 			1 Corinthians 5:6-7

	Christ is our Passover!  That is an amazing and enlightening phrase that would have reverberated among those who were brought up in Old Testament Judaism.  The Jewish feast, celebrated in the spring, known as the Feast Of Unleavened Bread, started with the holiest of days called Passover.  Moses directed the Jewish nation on the 10th day of the ancient Israeli month of Abib that families would sacrifice a choice lamb which was a year old, without blemish and eat it with bitter herbs in Exodus 12.  This would put their desperate situation in perspective, realizing that God was “Passing Over” them, seeing the blood of that lamb on their doorposts and then, smite the Egyptians, who was their wicked taskmasters.   This innocent lamb’s blood paved the way for their salvation.  If they would comply with those simple, yet crucial conditions, God would deliver them from the Egyptians!
	Christ is our Passover!  Yes, Paul was speaking of Jesus of Nazareth.  Jesus is our Passover lamb!  We really have no further need than to consider the ministry of John the Baptist to see this.  John was sent to reveal the Christ!   Could he have been any plainer than his declaration in John 1:29, “The next day John saw Jesus coming towards Him and said, ‘Behold!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’”  This is why Jesus died on the cross!  He was, is and always will be man’s Pascal Lamb!   Right before He gave Himself as a sacrificial lamb, He instituted what we know as the Lord’s Supper in Matthew 26:26-28, “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body.’  Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you.  For this is My blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.’”  
	Allow me to finish making important two points.  First, every person in 2022 can be saved by the blood of the Lamb of God!  There are some religious groups who insist that one wait for a “special calling” if he/she is to be considered a candidate for election.  That simply isn’t Biblical!  Jesus, our Passover Lamb, said in Matthew 11:28, “Come to Me, ALL YOU who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”  That is everyone reading this!  God so loved the world (all the people in the world), that He sent Jesus to provide a pathway to eternal life!  (John 3:16)  Is your soul heavy laden?  Jesus is your Passover Lamb too! 
	 The second point is just as important: if you want Jesus to save you from your sin, it’s imperative that you get determined to live a life of purity and holiness.  Remember where we started in 1 Corinthians?  Paul went on to say in 1 Corinthians 5:8, “Therefore, let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”  Jesus died for our sins!  Have you died to your sins?  Do you even know what sin is?  Far too many believers haven’t studied this as deeply as they should, thinking wickedness is those “horrid” evils others do, when Paul is merely pointing out the sinful things which are common to men.  When one is baptized in Christ, they’ve “pledged” a good conscious towards God (1 Peter 3:21), determined to not let sin reign in their mortal bodies.  (Romans 6:12)   
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I’ve heard it said many times, “nothing amazing comes cheap.”  Heaven is the most amazing place there is!  It cost Jesus, our Passover, His life’s blood to make it possible.  But it also requires our contrite obedience to Jesus’ gospel, with a determination to live faithful until death.  (Revelation 2:10)  Jesus, our Pascal Lamb, shed His blood and it’s through His blood, we now can journey towards the land of eternal Promise and rest!
