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Catholic Fired For Becoming A Baptist
Kenneth D. Sils

	I remember seeing this caption on TV a long time ago about a popular Catholic high school terminate the teaching position of a coach due to a change in his religion.  It was reported he wanted to share in the religious faith of his wife, who professed to be Baptist, and had undergone a “conversion experience” as expressed by her particular Baptist Church. 
	 Although he wanted to continue teaching and coaching at that Catholic high school, officials among the Catholic diocese decided he was setting an improper example religiously for their students and with gentle persuasion, released him as teacher and coach, although he had been working there for quite some time.  When the archbishop came out and attempted to explain why such a change was necessary, the students at the High School would have none of it!  The community was outraged, shouting such comments like, “He is such a good man; he loved us and he still loves God; the church ought not be so narrow-minded; he has rights, what difference does a church make, etc... etc... etc...”.
	Friends, what other kind of reaction could you expect from kids who’ve been raised with today’s spirit of “unity in diversity”!  When children are taught that all the churches which speak about Jesus are actually OK for they’re all advocating for faith in Jesus as Savior, but our particular brand of faith or teachings about Jesus is superior, this is the type of reaction you’re bound to witness!   Some might say the Catholic Church does not teach ecumenism, but I beg to differ with you.  I was raised in Catholicism and heard this postulated more than once by Catholic clergy, especially in college.  Actually, the Catholic Church teaches they are the “mother church” and all the other denominations broke off from them centuries ago, but they and their churches are acceptable since they advocate faith in Christ. 
	Jesus did not come to offer a wide range of denominational churches, desiring that you “pick and choose” the ones which are most favorable to your lifestyle.  Jesus taught in Matthew 7:13-14, “Enter by the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.  Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.”  The way to please Jesus is not wide and broad, like fostering 4000 denominations with their loose ties of ecumenism; but it’s straight, narrow and difficult.  Jesus alone has the right to define “the way that leads to life”, regardless of how much people may or may not like it.
	Back to the story: it’s really not about the Catholic Church or the Baptist church.  Jesus never set forth the mantra: join the church of your choice!  The church doesn’t belong to Peter or some Pope, nor does it belong to John, the Baptist.  The church belongs to Jesus and He makes the rules, Matthew 16:18, Colossians 1:18.  As one studies the New Testament (the covenant of Jesus), you’ll find the name, organization, rule, mission and functions of the church that Jesus died for.  You’ll not see modern day denominational groups created with man-made by-laws, emotions or Holy Ghost hunches.  If you would like to study these truths from Jesus’ teaching in the Bible, we would be happy to open a Bible with you and discuss what Jesus said about the “straight and narrow way” that leads men to heaven. 
