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Carest Thou Not That We Perish?
Kenneth D. Sils

	“And He was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow; and they awake Him, and say unto Him, ‘Master, carest Thou not that we perish?’”  	       (Mark 4:38, KJV)
									
	Carest Thou Not That We Perish?  What a question!  It comes from the disciples of Jesus that is recorded for us in Matthew, Mark and Luke of the New Testament.  Jesus’ popularity was sky-rocketing across Galilee and Judea.  He had been working an array of signs, yielding huge multitudes coming to Him for various healings as He preaching about the kingdom of Heaven.  Mark states it was evening and Jesus wanted to cross over to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (Mark 5:1), so they got into a boat, along with some other little boats too.  Then… BAM!  A vicious windstorm came upon the Sea, so much so that the disciples now feared for the life and hastily woke Jesus up with that question, “Carest Thou Not That We Perish?” in Mark 4:38.  In the next verse,  Jesus then arose, rebuked the wind and a great calm immediately was felt across the Sea.  
	Jesus then asked two questions, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?”  Those were great questions, not only for them, but for us too!  Have you ever found yourself needing this rebuke of those disciples?  Everything was wonderful throughout that day – Jesus was teaching, healing, accepting, inviting (all those wonderful teachings that still draw men to Jesus); but then, in the dark night, with your defenses down, as the pressure of troubling events smack you unexpectantly – did you expose a considerable shallowness to your faith?   Did some “unfaithful cynicism” arise?  Did you curse God?  Did you run from obedience?  Did you shout in exasperation, “Jesus, do you care about me right now?  How in the world can You sleep when I am perishing here?”
	Brother or sister, does this story describe your faith?  Can you make it through your current storm?  Jesus is for us and still has the power to “calm” your storm, even as you question Him.  We have a compassionate, loving and understanding Master!  The disciples feared greatly, asking, “Who can this be?”  We know!  Jesus has spared us to saved us!  The winds and waves obey Him.  Let’s all be determined to obey Jesus, even as the “storms of life” start howling!
