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Can You Believe This In The Name Of Religion?
Kenneth D. Sils

	This is a true story; I’m not making it up.  A so-called “Rev.” Sam Morris who “pastored” the First Baptist Church in Stamford, Texas has written a tract titled, A Discussion Which Involves A Subject Pertinent To All Men.  This tract stated this on page 1-2, “We take the position that a Christian’s sins do not damn his soul!  The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other people have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul.  All the prayers a man may pray, all the Bibles he may read, all the churches he may belong to, all the services he may attend, all the sermons he may practice, all the debts he may pay, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the ordinances he may observe, all the laws he may keep, all the benevolent acts he may perform will not make his soul one whit safer; and all the sins he may commit from idolatry to murder will not make his soul in any more danger… the way a man lives has nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul.”
	This is extreme, but a logical conclusion that must be drawn when someone embraces the 5th plank of TULIP from Calvinism that represents the P… Perseverance Of The Saints or better known in denominational circles as the doctrine of: Eternal Security.  You may be more familiar with this falsehood being referred to as: Once Saved, Always Saved.  Often, verses like 1 John 5:13 are quoted to affirm this false notion.  John said, “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.”  The erroneous interpretation of this passage persuades their members that ALL that is needed to eternal save someone is a genuine belief in Jesus as the Son of God – that alone guarantees all genuine believers that they will go to heaven when they die!  It reflects that old adage: once saved by God’s grace, His soul-saving grace can never, ever fade or be lost, despite how one acts or lives!  Hard to believe that… but many denominationalist do!
	Friends, the New Testament loudly denies this “pastors” premise!  Paul warned believers, the Christians in Galatia, that their souls were in grave danger!  Paul said in Galatians 5:4, “You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.”  Practically the entire New Testament book of Hebrews was devoted to dispel this demonic falsehood as its author was concerned that the Christians living in Judea who drifting, neglecting and forsaking our Lord on a variety of fronts and he warns them, “… not to be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin, Hebrews 5:13.” 
	Why are millions of believers in our generation embracing such heresy?  I’m persuaded they’ve been convinced by their preachers that it’s impossible to live a lifestyle that can overcome any and every sin or they don’t want to give up their pleasurable lifestyle of sin and this falsehood allows them to be comfortable and content in their sins.  From this theology, men vocalize the mantra’s of, “preach the man, not the plan” or “love, not doctrine, matters!”  What this suggest is that men religiously fall for the “shiniest” objects that makes them feel good and the devil has a lot of shiny objects or doctrines that lure men away from the path of truth.  
	Here at the West Mobile church of Christ, we will always present New Testament “book, chapter and verse” for every religious practice or doctrine we uphold.  The souls of men are far too valuable to play religion with!  Paul told the elders in Acts 20:27-28, “I have not shunned to declare to you the whole council of God.  Therefore take heed to yourselves…”  The truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth from Jesus will be preached here in its fullness.  We would love to study the Bible with you.  Just let us know if you’re interested!  
