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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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Can I Really Do That?
Kenneth D. Sils
	
“But I say to you who hear: love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you.”  Luke 6:27-28

	“But Ken, you don’t understand!!!  He is the most despicable person you’ve ever met!  He is the terror of the neighborhood.  His wife left him.  He abused his kids.  The neighbors ran him out of town and he’s been fired from his job.  The last time we met, he threatened to knock my block off!  He is a menace to society… I just can’t stand that person!!!”
	My guess is that you could write a specific name into this scenario.  You may be able to pin in several, maybe someone who is quite close to you: a co-worker, neighbor, relative, spouse, maybe even a church member?  Life’s circumstances often pit one against another.  It seems easier to accumulate an array of enemies than real friends.
	Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  He sees people in a very different light.  He looks right through a man to their soul in view of eternity.  To Him, each soul is precious and He bears the mind of 2 Peter 3:9, “… but is longsuffering towards us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.”  That is a heavenly view!
	What would life be for you if you started viewing people more like that?  It’s hard to do this towards those who prompt you to hate them!  Give Jesus’ formula a try!  Start praying for those who hate you!  Pray for those who abuse you or those about you!  Pray for those whom you see as enemies!  Maybe, we’ll be able to start following through on those other qualities Jesus spoke about in Luke 6 as we strive for spiritual maturity! 
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