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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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By What Authority?
David Watts, Jr. – Part #3

	We must love our neighbors.  But, we have a first great command to love God.  And loving God includes obedience to God’s commands.  And God has commanded that we assemble together to partake of the Lord’s Supper.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Under what circumstances can the second command cause us to violate the first and great command?  Surely, there must be clear authority before we do such a thing.

Haven’t There Been Other Pandemics Where Churches Have Closed the Doors?
	Perhaps; that’s a question for history. But, we do not establish Bible authority by appealing to past practices.  Those past practices may have been right, or they may have been wrong.  We establish Bible authority by clear revelation in Scripture.

The Path Forward: Scriptural and Prudent
	If we limit ourselves to Scripture, as we must, and the established principles of Bible authority, here’s the path forward.  No man has the authority to close the assembly on the first day of the week to remember Christ’s death and partake of the Lord’s Supper together as a congregation.  Any elders who do forbid the assembling together on the first day of the week are acting without Bible authority.  They are essentially locking the doors of the building and preventing what God has demanded.
	The same brethren who are perfectly capable of making a reasoned decision about the safety of going to Wal-Mart or Kroger or even work, in spite of some risk, are also perfectly capable of assessing their risk in assembling for the Lord’s Supper.
	The Old Testament, which was written for our learning (Romans 15:4) makes clear that those who are sick should be quarantined.  This is Biblical.  Numbers 5:1–4 is one such place that reminds us of this truth.
	Note: quarantine is not for those who have zero symptoms.  It is for those who are sick.  By application, those who are especially vulnerable are justified in remaining in quarantine.  Likewise, there are those who must care for sick family members or friends and may not be able to assemble.  This fits the Bible pattern.  			           (Part #3 – continued on the back)
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