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By What Authority?
David Watts, Jr. – Part #2

The Question Remains: Where Is The Authority To Suspend What God Commands?
	
	When discussing marriage, Christ made clear in Matthew 19:6, “What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.”  By principle it is clear, man does not have authority in himself to suspend what God has commanded.   Given that God’s word perfectly equips us for every good work (2 Timothy 3:17), if suspending a command of God’s is authorized, there must surely be divine instruction permitting this.

Is This Like A Hurricane?
	Churches have sometimes needed to suspend the Lord’s Day assembly because of an immediate threat from a hurricane.  Is this current situation the same thing?
	Respectfully, no.  If this is like a hurricane, this is a strange hurricane that allows people to go to work (if essential), allows people to go to the grocery store, go to the drug store, go to the doctor, even go to the veterinarian… and yet, somehow selectively prevents people from assembling to worship the Almighty.
	Hurricanes or blizzards actually involve physical barriers to assembly.  Literally, roads are flooded and impassable.  Bridges are washed out.  Roads are truly impassable.  This is not our situation. Our situation is far more selective.  Many hundreds and thousands of people use prudent precautions to go to the grocery store to buy supplies, but somehow those same prudent precautions are insufficient for worship of the Almighty.   Furthermore, if this is a hurricane, this is a hurricane that won’t merely last a single Sunday — but may last for months and months on end.  Surely, the comparison is faulty at best.  Nevertheless, we don’t establish Bible authority based upon human reasoning, and for good reason. Situations are different.  But God’s word is our perfect standard.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Do The Shepherds Have The Authority To Suspend The Lord’s Day Assembly?
	Some have suggested that 1 Peter 5:2 (“shepherd the flock of God that is among you…”) is authority for elders to suspend the Lord’s Day assembly.  But perhaps they fail to remember that two verses later, (verse 4), elders are reminded that there is a Chief Shepherd: Jesus Christ.
	Under what circumstances can fallible shepherds suspend the command of the infallible Chief Shepherd?  The principles of authority make clear that shepherds answer to the Chief Shepherd and such men have no authority to suspend God’s commands.  			  (Part #2 is continued on the back)
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