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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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By What Authority?
David Watts, Jr. – Part #1

	For generations, brethren have correctly demanded authority for all that we do.  We have correctly followed the pattern of Acts 15 when the brethren and apostles came together to consider the question of circumcision for Gentiles.  We demand direct statements from Scripture, approved examples and necessary conclusions.
	We have also argued correctly that we do not act out of the silence of the Scriptures.  Rather, we are to “prove what is the good and acceptable will of God.” (Romans 12:2).  Simply put, we don’t act from silence.  There is a duty on man to provide affirmative Bible authority for all that we do.  God puts that duty squarely on our shoulders.
	And we have also pointed out correctly that to honestly ask for Bible authority is not offensive or divisive.  We hold our denominational neighbors to this standard.  We ask them for authority.  We mean no hatefulness, nor offense.  But this is our duty.
	When Christ was challenged by Pharisees, even Pharisees with impure hearts, he was quite happy to explain His authority.  Of course, he first asked the Jews about the baptism of John.  His question to the Jews reminds us that there are just two sources of authority: Men or God. (Matthew 21:25)
	We don’t establish authority by emotional circumstances. We don’t establish authority by what we’ve done in the past.  We don’t establish authority by human reasoning.  We establish it based on God’s written word.      

The Present Challenge
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Now we find ourselves in difficult circumstances both as brethren and as people.  A potent disease is sweeping the world in the form of a global pandemic.  While it is true that the fatality rate is generally thought to be about 1% across the general population, it is also true that the disease is bringing much hardship and suffering.  Many will die.  And we all have genuine concerns that medical facilities in the US (and every other country for that matter) will be overwhelmed with patients.   				           (Part #1 – continued on the back)
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