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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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	“And God said to Noah, ‘The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them with the earth.  Make yourself an ark of gopherwood; make rooms in th ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch.”     Genesis 6:13-14

	Sometimes, when I read stories like this one – it makes me tremble.  You see, this is not a fairy tale, this is history… this really, truly happened; just as Genesis 2:4 said, “This is the history of the heavens and the earth when they were created…”;  This is the history of God’s extreme displeasure with man due to sin!  The Hebrew writer speaks of Noah as a real person, not some allegorical, mythological figure in Hebrews 11:7… and again, that makes me tremble!
	The earth was condemned because it was filled with violence – no, not the violence of ferocious dinosaurs, but the violence that is caused “through them”.  The wickedness of men towards their fellow man must have been exceedingly bad.  It nausated God so much that He just wasn’t going to put up with it anymore!  God was sorry that He man.  He decided to start over which involved wiping out everything he made on the dry ground through a worldwide flood!
	God would start afresh through Noah and his lineage.  Noah was to prepare an ark – a saving vessel, designed to save the dry land creatures from certain death.  I’m so glad Noah loved God!!!  God gave him incredibly difficult commands for the saving of humanity, but we learn in Genesis 6:22, “Thus Noah did, according to ALL that God commanded, so he did.”  That ark was huge and it took over a 100 years to build that thing – imagine yourself getting up every day to work on that amazing vessel.  And the ridicule he must have received from an exceeding wicked people about him.  In a sense I feel so sorry for Noah, but I’m filled with admiration too!
	We have not been personally called by God to build an ark – yet, we have been called by Jesus to take up our cross and follow Him.  In a real sense, we have to lose our current live and yield to the teaching of Jesus.  He said in Mark 8:35, “For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel’s will save it.”  Yep, in a sacrificial sense, we are quite a bit like Noah.  Let’s be busy, building our lives on the gospel of Jesus Christ!  
             SUNDAY SERVICES                              WEDNESDAY SERVICE
      Morning Assemblies… 9:00 & 10:30 AM                                  Bible Classes… 7:00 PM   
                  Bible Classes… 9:40 AM	                                                  Today’s Date… 04/23/17
