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But The Flesh Is Weak
Kenneth D. Sils

	Sandra and I were reading some scripture together this last week and came across what I’ve heard affectionately called, the Roman tongue-twister, found in Romans 7:14-23.  If you attempt to read that section, especially from the King James Version, don’t read it too fast if you’re talking out loud; you may get your tongue all tangled!
	All jesting aside, Paul is addressing a serious matter: a man trapped in his sin under the law (the Law of Moses or the Old Testament).  No matter how hard he tried to find release from the slavery of his sins, there was no way out (see verse 18).  That led Paul to that heart churning statement in vs. 24, “Who will deliver me from this body of death?” and the only conclusion possible is Jesus!  Only Jesus can cleanse us from our sins and we are so thankful He died for us which is the theme of Romans 5!  Jesus died for Paul’s sins and ours too.  He is the “Keymaster” to sin’s cage!
	However, there’s a lot more going on here than this principle.  We fail to properly consider that Roman “tongue twister” if we don’t acknowledge the power of the flesh.  Our flesh prompts us, over and over again, to fail God!  Paul made it clear that when he got a “taste” of sin, that sin dwelling in him hungers to work more and more unrighteousness.  Even when he knew to do better, he failed because that sin currently warring in his flesh was a tool of the devil to control, manipulate and take him (and us too) down to the pit of death!  How often in life have you been in that place where “you knew better”, but you wanted it, needed it; you had to have it and so, you gave in to the temptation.  Then, after you fulfilled your sinful lust, you fell on your knees asking God for mercy and forgiveness?  You may feel trapped in this vicious cycle right now that Paul was teaching about!
	Oh, the power of the flesh!  It has destroyed many a man, but it never got Jesus.  It came for Him, but the Scriptures tell us that He would not let “the flesh” win.  Do you remember before He was arrested in the garden?  He felt “the flesh” viciously attack, so He prayed earnestly to His Father in Matthew 26:39, “Oh My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”  With the help of His Father, He overcame the temptation to forego His Father’s will to die for us.   He didn’t want to die and His flesh was barking, “Don’t do it, You don’t have too!”  Afterward He told Peter, James and John, “The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”   Within moments, they felt the power of “the flesh” as they all forsook our Savior.
	Take heed, brother or sister!  If you think you stand, beware… the flesh may soon be knocking on the door of your heart!  Don’t let the flesh win!  Say NO!  Pray!  Get out a Bible and read!  Go for a walk!  The Lord has called us to righteousness!  Let’s learn to fight as our Lord fought against sin as Paul told the Romans in Romans 6:14, “For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.”  He has freed us from our sins… so, let’s all fight to remain free!
