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Build, Keeping Emotions In Balance
Ferrell Jenkins / Auburn Beacon
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“How large is your church?" is one of the more common questions that I am asked by outsiders who learn that I am a preacher.  We hear of phenomenal growth among certain denominational churches, especially those which put undue emphasis on emotionalism.  Examples of unusual and rapid growth are also cited among churches of Christ from time to time.  Don't misunderstand!  This writer is opposed to neither growth among the Lord's people nor the proper use of emotions.  Growth based on the truth of God is an ideal for which we should long (Ephesians 4:14-16).
We are concerned, however, about growth which is accomplished by maintaining a high peak of excitement or through techniques which are more appropriate to sales promotions than to the gospel of Christ.  (over)
Keeping churches small is certainly not our goal.  Every person in attendance represents a soul destined for eternity.  Churches need to grow, and they will as souls are saved by the gospel of Christ (Romans 1:16-17).  The method by which the desired growth is achieved is extremely important.  Simply preaching and teaching the word of God often seems to yield slim results.  In an effort to grow, we are sometimes tempted to use methods which, if not unscriptural, are at best questionable.  Here we wish to look at a few of these “questionable” methods which involve the improper use (or the hook) of emotion.  		    (continued on the back)
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