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Being Right In A Wrong World
Frank Himmel / Woodland Bulletin

	A brother offered a prayer, “Lord, help us to be humble in an arrogant world.”  The world can be that way.  Successful people too often let it “go to their heads.”  Attractive people are proud of their looks.  The wealthy easily become conceited and fix their hopes on the uncertainty of riches (1 Timothy 6:17).  And to that broad tendency to dethrone God and elevate selfish will.  In this atmosphere, we must remember that God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble (1 Peter 5:5).
	Our brother might have added a few more.  “Lord, help us be generous in a selfish world.”  Money… who has enough of it?  The Preacher observed that with some, money is the answer to everything (Ecclesiastes 10:9).  But life is not about our things, even when we have an abundance (Luke 12:15).
	“Lord, help us to be serious in a frivolous world.”  Entertainment is king.  Major League Baseball’s slogan, “I live for this,” epitomizes our nation’s obsession with sports.  Actors, singers, athletes and other entertainers are consistently among our highest paid citizens.  And no subject is too serious for our comedians to ridicule.  However, “fools mock at sin” (Proverbs 14:9).  “Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:13).
	“Lord, help us to be kind in a rude world.”  Rudeness abounds!  You see it in “road rage.”  You hear it in angry, disrespectful, sarcastic speech.  You feel it from those who will not speak at all, who are not disposed to be friendly or grateful.  You can watch it on TV where “in-your-face-impertinence” is depicted as humorous.  God’s word says in contrast, “Let all bitterness, wrath, clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also forgave you” (Ephesians 4:31-32).
	“Lord, help us be pure in a sensual world.”  Is anything more characteristic of our world?  Fornication, pornography, nudity, dirty-jokes, suggestive speech, double-entendres, revealing dress – they are everywhere!  We’ll need to pray this one often.  “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8).
	“Lord, help us serve You in a world dominated by the devil.”  That’s the bottom line, isn’t it?
