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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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         “For this reason I have sent Timothy to you, who is my beloved and faithful son in the Lord, who will remind you of my ways in Christ, as I teach everywhere in every church”                                           (1 Corinthians 4:17)

   	This passage is one that is often overlooked, but it’s one of the most important passages in the New Testament.  Paul’s obligation as an apostle was to “go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature, Mark 16:15.”  In reading the book of Acts, we see Paul doing just that: converting men and women, establishing local churches and in so doing, gave them the instructions necessary for growth and edification of local churches.  He wrote letters (like 1 Corinthians) in order to “standardize” or “pattern” the teaching of the gospel from local church to local church.  These letters were like their daily bread as he told the Colossians in Colossians 4:16, “Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.” 
	And that speaks to the principle given in the title.  Paul never, ever commanded one local church to practice something that other churches were not to concern themselves with!  If one congregation practiced it, then all the congregations were to practice it.  If one congregation was to avoid or not do something ordered, then all the local churches were to be so inclined.  And, this was to be applied for all in the 1st century and the 21st century!  
	Most religious groups in our day care little about this principle, but churches of Christ are to heed what Paul taught Timothy to: teach everywhere in every church.  We respect Paul’s instructions.  His ways in Christ are met with reverential respect as a local church! 
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