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“Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, 
that they may lay hold on eternal life, 1 Timothy 6:17-18.”
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“Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it was the last hour.’  1 John 2:18

	Can you think of a scarier passage than that one?  For generations, men have been wildly pounding pulpits across the globe, warning followers that a ferocious beast called the “Antichrist” is coming shortly or during some “rapture” time table and for the most part, humanity is doomed!
	The word Antichrist is simply a transliteration of the Greek phrase ANTICHRISTOS which is not nearly as complicated as famous religious leaders want you to believe.  Antichrist is: against Christ and this term expresses more of an “it” than a “he/she”.  Although the Old Testament is filled with expressions that warrant similar alarm, like Daniel 11:36 in describing a king who sees himself above all that is God, desiring to be praised as a god who will attempt to make war against God and His people and find for themselves a measure for God’s wrath in a determined time, Christians need not fall prey to the scare tactics by the emotional antics of most denominational preachers about “Antichrist’!
	John is fairly direct in his approach to this subject.  With the next verse he states, “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us; but they went out that they might be made manifest, that none of them were of us.”  The warning John gave the 1st century church was for them to be on the look-out for a “they”… they went out from us!  These were Christians who used to be in fellowship with John, but no longer.  They stand against Christ, teaching doctrines contrary to John with the primary one being the denial of Jesus as the Christ (1 John 2:23) because Jesus was of flesh (1 John 4:3).  There was considerable resistance to the truth that Jesus of Nazareth (a man) is the Christ and those opposing such were “against Christ”.
	The spirit of antichrist continues today.  Maybe not so much in opposing the truth that Jesus Christ came in the flesh, but a host of doctrines which are not keeping or found in the New Testament Scriptures as spoken of in 2 John 7-11.  These people are deceivers.  They’re doing the devil’s bidding and can be found anywhere!  We must not extend false teachers the right hand of fellowship.  John forbids such!  To do such is to have fellowship in the spirit of antichrist!  Fellowship with Jesus insists that we abide in His doctrine – any other way is the way of “antichrist”!       - Ken Sils
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