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He Did Not Know Her… Till
Kenneth D. Sils

	“Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son, And he called His name, Jesus.”                Matthew 1:24-25

	Well, it’s that time of year again when a lot of people are thinking about the birth of Jesus of Nazareth.  I’m glad people are thinking about Jesus, yet saddened at the same time when I realize why they are doing this is based in the traditions men have formulated from the “man-made” holiday of Christmas and if it wasn’t for that, they probably wouldn’t be thinking about Jesus at all.  
	Often, I’ll use moments like these to teach people principles concerning Jesus that they may not have ever considered or learned from the birth of Jesus.  This is one of those principles.  There is a wide swath of those who are part of religious communities that teaches that Mary was, is and remains “perpetually” a virgin.  This is a foundational doctrine among the Roman Catholic church and is adhered to by the Lutheran and some other Protestant groups as well.  
	A simple reading from this text in Matthew by “an adult” understands it’s obvious meaning.  Joseph did not have “relations” with Mary TILL (until) she had brought forth Jesus in childbirth.  Not to beat a dead horse, but to emphatically make the point: Joseph “knew” Mary after that.
	The New Testament record is clear: Mary did not remain a virgin.  She had several children.  If anyone knew this to be true, it would have been her hometown.  Those in Nazareth questioned the possibility of Jesus being the Messiah for they knew His family roots.  They asked in Matthew 13:54-55, “Where did this Man get this wisdom and these mighty works?  Is this not the carpenter’s son?  Is not His mother called Mary?  And His brothers James, Joses, Simon and Judas?  And His sisters, are they not all with us?  Where then did this Man get all these things?”  Friends, despite the best efforts of the Catholic church to insist that Jesus’ “brothers and sister” were from Joseph’s first wife (in which there’s absolutely no evidence for such a claim), our common sense says Mary has several children, at least 7 kids!  Mary was anything but… a perpetual virgin!  And no act or decree of a denominational church can change that!  We shouldn’t be surprised that such doctrines abound among those who take it upon themselves to create man-made religious holidays; they’d have no problem creating a myriad of doctrines which separate and exalt them above other religious groups.
	Another point that I want you to consider:  Joseph had the order right.  He was betrothed to Mary and during that time, a holy man kept his “betrothal” sexually pure!  Yep, Joseph kept God’s order concerning sexuality correct.  He understood the basic truth of Hebrews 13:4 which states, “Marriage is honorable among all and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge.”  Every young believing man should treat their brides-to-be like this today: remain pure!
