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And Books Were Opened
Kenneth D. Sils

	“And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened.  And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.  And the dead were judged according to their works by the things which were written in the books.”  	               Revelation 20:12

[bookmark: _GoBack]	“Give me the Bible, Holy message shining; Thy light shall guide me in the narrow way; precept and promise, law and love combining, till night shall vanish in eternal day.”  This powerful piece of prose comes from a spiritual song titled, Give Me The Bible.   We love the Bible!  It is the holy message of God, set to paper in earthly language form.  Through the Bible, we learn who our Creator is, how and why He created us and then, what He expects from us!  God’s will towards humanity is plainly taught, as the song says, God’s “law and love combined” for our good always, Deuteronomy 6:24.
	As we contemplate this awe inspiring scene John is writing about in Revelation, we see the dead (now alive) standing before God.  This vividly illustrates the great day when Jesus returns to judge all humanity.  As John declares in the 5th chapter, Jesus will raise the dead from their graves in a moment, and then we’ll stand before Him for judgment.  John’s vision within Revelation confirms that we’ll be judged individually, accountable to God for our earthly words and deeds.  And what will judge us?  The things written in: THE BOOKS (BIBLION).  Although the definition for this is rather blah: scrolls or writings, the Greek word just burst forth with that expression: Bible, and it’s true as BIBLION is used in several places, referring to specific books of the BOOK!
	We are going to be judged by the teachings emanating from: the Bible!  More specifically, for people of our age, Jesus assures us that our judgment rest upon the New Testament as He said in John 12:48, “He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him – the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.”  When we stand before Jesus, Matthew through Revelation will be wide open as our words and deeds are measured by the doctrine of Christ.  And that brings us back to our song: Give Me the Bible... we need to read, study and apply the precious truths of Jesus so we can hear, “Well done, good and faithful servant, Matthew 25:21.”     
