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	One of the deacons was frequently called upon to pray at the mid-week service, and he always concluded his prayer the same way: “.... and now Lord, clean out all the cobwebs in our lives.”  I think you know what he was talking about - those little unsightly words, deeds and thoughts that we let accumulate throughout the week.
	Well, it got to be too much for one brother who heard him say that prayer so many times.  So, one Wednesday night, just after hearing these words again, this one brother jumped to his feet and shouted, “Don’t do it, Lord… KILL THE SPIDER!”
	Brethren, how well it would be if we would “kill the spider” rather than continually having our lives full of cobwebs.  We will never be able to live acceptably for God and reach heights that Christ presents for us until deep within us we have that clean and rightful desire.
	The great problem in the average Christian life is that we do not have the desire to really give up the world and completely surrender to Christ.  Thus, we always find our lives cluttered with “cobwebs,” with sins and mistakes.
	Let’s start inside of our lives.  Create that humble desire; and the external part of Christianity will come.  Once we have “killed the spider”, we will no longer have to worry about those ole bothersome cobwebs.

A Problem Area For Preachers
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	Paul told Timothy to, "preach the word; be instant in season, out of season" (2 Timothy 4:2).  It has been suggested that this phrase literally means to preach when folks like it and when they don't.  In another place the apostles prayed for "boldness" in their preaching (Acts 4:29).  So, preachers are to boldly proclaim a message that will sometimes be unpopular.
	In the process of doing this work, a preacher is in a precarious situation.  This boldness may cause his hearers to think that he is over-confident.  Some may imagine that he is close-minded.  There may be the impression that he is not open to other points-of-view or that he wants to stifle what others have to say.  Sadly, in some cases and with some preachers, these accusations are true.
	However, no preacher 'worth his salt' wants to discourage open discussion of issues.  And, while he may speak forcefully on a given topic, he acknowledges his own limitations and the possibility that he can err in understanding the Scriptures.  If he is obedient to the Word, he knows that he (like all others) must continue to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18).
	In this age of "political correctness", it has become increasing unpopular to tell people that they are wrong about anything.  But, of course, that is a significant part of what preachers do!  Those who are doing their best to "reprove, rebuke and exhort" (2 Timothy 4:2) will inevitably touch some areas that are 'close to home.  When this happens, we urge you to seriously consider what has been said.  Honestly examine yourself to see if you need to apply the lesson.  Be willing to re-think your previous position.  And, finally, do not hesitate to share your thoughts and concerns with the preacher.  If he is the kind of man he ought to be, he will gladly discuss any issue with you.  Give him the chance to do so!  

